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Michael Fields Agricultural Institute
Madison Office
16 N. Carroll St. – Ste. 810
Madison, WI  53703

RE: 2015 Assembly Bill 89

While the Michael Fields Agricultural Institute agrees with the foundational request of 2015 Assembly Bill 89, which is appropriating funds for the Farm to School competitive grants program established under 2009 Act 293, the amount of funding requested is grossly inadequate.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The proposed $125,000 for each year of the 2015-2017 biennial budget cannot meet the Farm to School needs of school districts, community organizations, and farmers in the state. We advocate for a $75,000 annual increase in the amount of funding for the Farm to School competitive grants program to $200,000 for each year of the biennium - a small amount compared to the $9.5 million in local Farm to School food purchases that WI school districts reported in 2013.
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